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Dear Medical Professional OR Pharmacy:

The Rhode Island Office of Healthy Aging (OHA) administers a federal program known as the State Health Information Program (SHIP). Since 1990, local SHIPs have been providing Medicare beneficiaries with unbiased information, counseling, and enrollment assistance. SHIP services are free and available at twenty-four (24) locations throughout RI.  

OHA and its Regional SHIPs are focusing on intensifying statewide outreach activities to Medicare beneficiaries likely to be eligible for the Medicare Premium Payment Program (MPP) and/or the Medicare Part D Low-Income Subsidy Program (LIS)/ Extra Help. OHA is utilizing community outreach materials and education in efforts to increase awareness and enrollment amongst eligible low-income Medicare beneficiaries who are unfamiliar with the MPP and LIS programs and assist them in applying for benefits. 

OHA is requesting your assistance in reaching a larger percentage of the 57,800 Rhode Islanders who are considered low-income Medicare beneficiaries. Our outreach materials include the contact information for both regional and statewide SHIP offices (see below) that can assist beneficiaries with screening and enrollment in to the MPP and/or LIS programs. These programs can assist the beneficiary in paying for their Medicare and/or prescription drug costs.  

For more information, please contact one of the following RI SHIP Offices:

· Child & Family Services of Newport County / 848-4185

· Diocese of Providence; United Way of RI (Providence) / 2-1-1

· East Bay Community Action (East Bay) / 435-7876

· Tri-County Community Action Agency (Northern RI) / 349-5760

· Tri-County Community Action Agency (Southern RI) / 789-3016 x2379

· West Bay Community Action Program (Kent County) / 921-5118

· STATEWIDE Assistance: The POINT / 462-4444

· RI SHIP Toll-Free Information Line: 1-888-884-8721
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